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Swaminathan’s father felt ashamed of himself as he approached Ellaman Street, the last street of the
town, which turned into a rough track for about a hundred yards and disappeared into the sands of the
Sarayu River. He hesitated for a second at the end of Market Road, which was bright with the lights of a
couple of late shops and a street gas-lamp, before he turned to plunge into the darkness and silence of
Ellaman Street. A shaft of greenish light from the gas-lamp fell athwart Ellaman street, illuminating only
a few yards of the street and leaving the rest in deep gloom. A couple of municipal lanterns smouldered in
their wicks, emphasizing the darkness around.

Swaminathan’s father felt ashamed of himself. He was going to cross the street, plod through the sand,
and gaze into the Sarayu-for the body of his son. His son, Swami, to be looked for in the Sarayu. It
seemed to him a ridiculous thing to do. But what could he do? He dared not return home without some
definite news of his son. good or bad. The house had worn a funeral appearance since nine o’clock. His
wife and his old mother were more or less dazed and demented. She- his wife-had remained cheerful till
the Taluk office gong struck ten, when, her face turning white, she had asked him to go and find out from

Swaminathan’s friends and teachers what had happened to him.

He did not know where Swaminathan’s headmaster lived. He had gone to the Board School and asked the
watchman, who misdirected him and made him wander over half the town without purpose. He could not
find Mani’s house. He had gone to Rajam’s house, but the house was dark, everybody had gone to bed,
and he felt that it would be absurd to wake up the household of a stranger to ask if they had seen his son.
From what he could get out of the servant sleeping in the veranda. he understood that Swaminathan had
not been seen in Rajam’s house that evening. He had then vaguely wandered in the streets. He was doing
it to please his wife and mother. He had not shared in the least his wife’s nervousness. He had felt all
along that the boy must have gone out somewhere and would return, and then he would treat him with
some firmness and nip this tendency in the bud. He had spent nearly an hour thus and gone home. Even
his mother had left her bed and was hobbling agitatedly about the house, praying to the God of the
Thirupathi Hills and promising him rich offerings if he should restore Swaminathan to her safe and sound.
His wife stood like a stone image, looking down the street, the only tranquil being in the house was the

youngest member of the family, whose soft breathings came from the cradle, defying the gloom and

heaviness in the house.
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